
Elaine Brent, ICT Coordinator and Year 2/3 teacher at Heath Primary School in Derbyshire 
explains how using iPads in her lesson has enhanced the children's learning. 

“The challenge was to introduce a class of twenty four Y2/3 pupils to using a variety of apps on iPads, none 
of which they had used before, and so enable them to produce a short, 
scripted film in approximately 90 minutes .

This is the introduction to a series of lessons which will conclude with 
the children creating a presentation about a recent class visit, the main 
purpose was to give the children the knowledge, skills and inspiration to 
achieve this. So, to get started . . .

The children were set the task of producing their own weather forecast 
(for that day and the next) for our local area. They were quickly shown 
how I Can Present would enable them to film themselves on the 
iPads and how easy it is to read the script whilst doing so. They then 
discussed how they could get to know the weather forecast for the local area, the type of vocabulary used 
in ‘real’ weather forecasts and what they might include to make their forecast interesting.

Working in pairs, pupils used Safari to access appropriate weather forecasts. They then wrote their script 
using either Pages or Notes, deciding what they wanted to include and any extra details to make it more 
interesting. Amongst many other things, they learnt how to access the apps and switch between them, how 
to use the spell checkers, to select, copy and paste and to work collaboratively. They rehearsed who would 
say what, trying to make sure they had shared tasks fairly. They were then shown how to copy their script 
and paste it into I Can Present. 

The children went outside to do the actual filming. They learnt how to alter 
the brightness of the iPad and to change the background and font colours 
as well as both the font size and speed for the teleprompter to help them 
be able to view and read at an appropriate speed. Initial problems with 
the Camera Roll not being accessible by I Can Present were swiftly 
overcome via Settings, so the children learnt about another two apps! 
They then had great fun selecting what to have in the background for 
their film, seeing if it was better for one person to hold the iPad whilst the 
other presented or to hold it themselves, all having lots of trial and error 
and even more fun! Every pair produced several films, each shared to the 
Camera Roll on their iPad. 

The children learned to use a variety of Apps, including Safari, Pages/Notes and, of course, I Can 
Present. They learnt how to access Settings to alter the brightness and permissions for the Camera 
Roll. They all met the initial challenge and are keen to share their knowledge and skills with others. They 
think I Can Present makes it so much easy film themselves and commented on how useful the script 
facility included on it helped them know what to say, rather than having ‘bits of paper’ or having to learn it. 
Most important of all, they acknowledge that they had learnt a lot and thoroughly enjoyed themselves 
doing so. They were so proud of what they’d done that they shared what they had achieved and 
volunteered to teach pupils in the other Y2/3 classes how to do it, too - something they started that 
afternoon!


